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In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed March 19, 2002, Applicant 
provisionally elects, with traverse, the claims of Group I (claims 1-8) directed to a myostatin 
immunoconjugate comprising a full-length myostatin polypeptide linked to a carrier. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement, in view of the remarks below, is 
respectfully requested. 

The Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that the inventions are so closely 
related within the context of the disclosure of the application that they cannot properly be 
considered independent and distinct within the statutory meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 121 . Claims 
directed to a myostatin immunoconjugate comprising a full-length myostatin polypeptide linked 
to a carrier (claims 1-8; Group I) are clearly related to claims directed to the use of that 
immunoconjugate, e.g., the use of the immunoconjugate in a method for increasing muscle mass 
in progeny of an egg-laying vertebrate (claims 9-16; Group II), a method to passively immunize 
progeny of a female vertebrate (claims 17 and 19-23; Group EI), a method to decrease body fat in 
a vertebrate (claims 18-24; Group IV), and a method to increase testes size (claims 25-28; Group 
V). 

Moreover, the Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that Restriction 
Requirements are optional in all cases. M.P.E.P. § 803. If the search and examination of an 
entire application can be made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the 
merits, even though it may arguably include claims to distinct or independent inventions. 
M.P.E.P. § 803. It is respectfully submitted that the search and examination of claims directed to 
a myostatin immunoconjugate comprising a full-length myostatin polypeptide linked to a carrier 
(claims 1-8; Group I) and claims directed to the use of that immunoconjugate in a method for 
increasing muscle mass in progeny of an egg-laying vertebrate (claims 9-16; Group II), a method 
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to passively immunize progeny of a female vertebrate (claims 17 and 19-23; Group HI), a method 
to decrease body fat in a vertebrate (claims 18-24; Group IV), and/or a method to increase testes 
size (claims 25-28; Group V), would not be a serious burden to the Examiner due to the 
relatedness of the subject matter. 

Further, as the claims in Groups II-V are dependent on claim 7, which is dependent on 
claim 1, and thus are linked, claims 1-28 should be examined in the same application. M.P.E.P. 
§ 809.03. 

Claims 1-8 (Group I) are product claims and claims 9-28 (Groups II-V) are method of use 
claims that employ that product. Accordingly, Applicant's Representatives respectfully request 
rejoinder of the claims of Groups II-V with the claims of Group I upon a notice of allowable 
subj ect matter for the claims in Group I. M.P.E.P. § 82 1 .04. 

Hence, the Restriction Requirement is properly traversed. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's attorney (612-373-6959) if there are any 
questions concerning this Response or if prosecution of this application may be assisted thereby. 
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